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PRESS RELEASE 
Native American Business Alliance Commends  

Governor Pataki’s Decision to  
Respect the Sovereign Rights of Tribes:  

Veto of bill targeting cigarette manufacturers applauded  

 
 

Long Island, New York – The Native American Business Alliance (NABA) of Long Island 
commends Governor Pataki’s decision to veto a bill that would have prohibited cigarette manu-
facturers from selling to wholesalers who supply to Indian-owned businesses. Passage of this 
bill would have ended many Indian-owned businesses’ ability to sell un-taxed goods on their 
own reservations. 
 
“We are pleased to see that at least one elected official in New York has heeded the wishes of 
the 79% of New Yorkers who oppose the Legislature’s efforts to tax our businesses, “ states 
Chairman Lance Gumbs of the Shinnecock Nation. “The 3,000 New York citizens who signed 
our petition this summer urging lawmakers to uphold centuries-old treaties allowing Indians to 
sell tax-free tobacco on our own land will also be pleased with the Governor’s decision.” 
 
A Zogby poll conducted earlier this year showed that an overwhelming number of New York 
residents oppose attempts to terminate an 1842 treaty that prohibits imposing taxes on Indian 
reservations. 
 
“This thinly-veiled attack on our Native communities’ attempts to achieve self-sufficiency has 
met the fate that it deserves,” states Chief Harry Wallace of the Unkechaug Nation. “We will 
not stand by idly as elected officials try every trick in the book to take away our sovereignty. 
This is not a cigarette issue or a smoking issue. This is about economic independence.” 
 
The NABA will continue to monitor the actions of the New York Legislature while fighting 
lawsuits that also threaten to shut down Indian-owned stores and their wholesalers. Meanwhile, 
Native store owners will be able to continue to support programs that provide community de-
velopment, after-school programs, and cultural preservation. 

### 
The Native American Business Alliance of Long Island represents the Nations and the Indian-owned stores of the Unkechaug and  
Shinnecock Nations. We have formed this coalition because without help from our friends, neighbors and business colleagues,  

these stores will be shut down—ending a vital source of economic activity. Visit SupportNativeBusiness.com for more information. 


